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Paraclete
All of your burning questions on Holy Years
(and Doors) answered!
by Mary Rezac+

What is a Holy Year?
The Catholic tradition of practicing
a Holy Year (Jubilee Year) began with
Pope Boniface VIII in 1300, and since
1475 an Ordinary Jubilee has been celebrated every 25 years in order to allow
each generation to experience at least
one during their lifetime.
The Holy Year is traditionally a year of
forgiveness of sins and also the punishment merited by one’s sins. It is also a
year for reconciliation between enemies, conversion and receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Until now there have only been 26 ordinary Jubilee celebrations, the last of
which was the Jubilee of 2000.
What is an Extraordinary Jubilee Year?
An Extraordinary Jubilee can be called
for a special occasion or for an event
that has a particular importance, as is
the case with Pope Francis’ 2016 Holy

Year of Mercy.
The first extraordinary Jubilee was called in
the 16th century, and the most recent were in
1933, when Pope Pius XI called one to celebrate 1,900 years of Redemption, and in 1983
when St. John Paul II proclaimed one to honor
1,950 years of redemption after Christ’s death
and resurrection.
What is a Holy Door?
If you kept up with the Pope during his recent
trip to Africa, you probably caught the early
opening of the Holy Door for the Year of Mercy in Bangui, Central African Republic.
Although the Holy Year still officially kicks off
on December 8, it marked the first time in history that a Pope has opened a Holy Door outside of Rome.
Each of the four papal basilicas in Rome has a
holy door, which are normally sealed shut
from the inside so that they cannot be
opened. The doors are only opened during
Jubilee years so that pilgrims can enter
through them in order to gain the plenary indulgence that is connected with the Jubilee.
(continued on Page 2)

Holy Father Introduces Logo
for Jubilee Year of Mercy
The logo and the motto together provide a fitting summary of what the Jubilee Year is all about. The
motto Merciful Like the Father (taken from the Gospel of Luke, 6:36) serves as an invitation to follow the
merciful example of the Father who asks us not to judge or condemn but to forgive and to give love and
forgiveness without measure (cfr. Lk 6:37-38). The logo – the work of
Jesuit Father Marko I. Rupnik – presents a small summa theologiae of
the theme of mercy. In fact, it represents an image quite important to
the early Church: that of the Son having taken upon his shoulders the
lost soul demonstrating that it is the love of Christ that brings to completion the mystery of his incarnation culminating in redemption. The
logo has been designed in such a way so as to express the profound
way in which the Good Shepherd touches the flesh of humanity and
does so with a love with the power to change one’s life. One particular
feature worthy of note is that while the Good Shepherd, in his great
mercy, takes humanity upon himself, his eyes are merged with those
of man. Christ sees with the eyes of Adam, and Adam with the eyes of
Christ. Every person discovers in Christ, the new Adam, one’s own humanity and the future that lies ahead, contemplating, in his gaze, the
love of the Father.
The scene is captured within the so called mandorla (the shape of an
almond), a figure quite important in early and medieval iconography,
for it calls to mind the two natures of Christ, divine and human. The
three concentric ovals, with colors progressively lighter as we move
outward, suggest the movement of Christ who carries humanity out of
the night of sin and death. Conversely, the depth of the darker color

Holy Doors—Con’t
The rite of the opening of the Holy Door is intended to symbolically illustrate the idea that Church’s
faithful are offered an “extraordinary path” toward salvation during the time of Jubilee. It symbolizes a
person’s leaving behind of the world and entering into the presence of God, similar to the way the High
Priests in the Old Testament would pass through the veiled entrance of the Holy of Holies on Yom Kippur
to enter the presence of God and offer sacrifices.
After the Holy Door opens in St. Peter’s Basilica, those of the other three Roman basilicas, St. John Lateran, St. Paul Outside the Walls and St. Mary Major, will be opened. During the Holy Year of Mercy, Pope
Francis has also given diocesan bishops permission to designate specific Holy Doors in their dioceses.
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What is a Plenary Indulgence:
A Holy Year brings with it the chance for the
faithful to gain a plenary indulgence. According to
para. 1471, an indulgence is:
“…a remission before God of the temporal punishment due to sins whose guilt has already been
forgiven, which the faithful Christian who is duly
disposed gains under certain prescribed conditions through the action of the Church which, as
the minister of redemption, dispenses and applies with authority the treasury of the satisfactions of Christ and the saints”.
In the case of a plenary indulgence, it is a full remission of sins.
How to obtain an indulgence during
a Holy Year:
According to the Apostolic Penitentiary, to gain
indulgences (plenary or partial) it is necessary
that the faithful be in the state of grace at least at
the time the indulgenced work is completed.
In order to obtain a plenary indulgence, the faithful must, in addition to being in the state of
grace:
—have the interior disposition of complete detachment from sin, even venial sin;
— have sacramentally confessed their sins;
— receive the Holy Eucharist (preferably but not
necessarily within the context of Mass)
— pray for the intentions of the Pope
Ideally, one would go to confession, receive Communion and perform the indulgence works all on
the same day, but it is sufficient that these sacraments and prayers be carried out within several
days (about 20) before or after the indulgenced
act.
Prayers for the Pope’s intentions is left to the
choice of the faithful, but an “Our Father” and a
“Hail Mary” are customary. One sacramental
Confession suffices for several plenary indulgences, but a separate Holy Communion and a separate prayer for the Holy Father’s intentions are
required for each plenary indulgence.

Exceptions can be made by confessors for the sick and
the homebound.
Indulgences can always be applied either to oneself or
to the souls of the deceased, but they cannot be applied to other persons living on earth.
How often can I obtain a plenary indulgence:
Once daily.

Where to obtain an indulgence during
the Holy Year of Mercy:
During a Holy Year, the Pope designates specific locations of pilgrimage at which to obtain indulgences besides the four Holy Doors in Rome. For the Holy Year of
Mercy, Holy Doors in the Cathedrals of each diocese as
well as in other churches designated by diocesan bishops are places of pilgrimage for the lay faithful to walk
through as part of obtaining the plenary indulgence. As
Pope Francis wrote in his letter regarding the Holy Year
indulgence:
To experience and obtain the Indulgence, the faithful
are called to make a brief pilgrimage to the Holy Door,
open in every Cathedral or in the churches designated
by the Diocesan Bishop, and in the four Papal Basilicas
in Rome, as a sign of the deep desire for true conversion. Likewise, I dispose that the Indulgence may be
obtained in the Shrines in which the Door of Mercy is
open and in the churches which traditionally are identified as Jubilee Churches. It is important that this moment be linked, first and foremost, to the Sacrament of
Reconciliation and to the celebration of the Holy Eucharist with a reflection on mercy. It will be necessary
to accompany these celebrations with the profession
of faith and with prayer for me and for the intentions
that I bear in my heart for the good of the Church and
of the entire world.
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A Letter from One of Our Seminarians
Dear Church of the Holy Spirit,
Peace through the blood of His cross and hello from Mundelein Seminary in Chicago! Things in seminary life are going great. I have adjusted well with my transfer this year
from Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Maryland. Mundelein Seminary is a truly a holy, peaceful, and beautiful place to study theology and learn how to be a priest of God. I’m learning
so much and discovering more and more the beauty of God’s love for us. So it’s fair to say
that I really enjoy classes, but luckily I don’t have to go to class every day! A few weeks ago
we enjoyed our Fall Break during which 9 of us seminarians from Wichita rented a house
on the Southeast side of Lake Michigan. We spent the week sitting on the beach, sleeping,
praying, and watching the Royals in the playoffs.
The semester is moving fast and we have just finished our midterm exams. Before I
know it I will be home for Christmas and preparing for next semester. I am especially looking forward to next semester because I will have a once in a lifetime opportunity to spend 9
weeks studying scripture in the Holy Land. It will truly be great to walk where Jesus walked,
study where Jesus studied, and pray where Jesus prayed. But while I look forward to being
in the Holy Land for 9 weeks, I must say that I look forward even more to living in Wichita
again permanently as a priest. I will take another step closer to this when in May of 2016 I
will be ordained to the order of the Diaconate. Please pray for me that I may receive this
Order with humility and faithfulness to the love and mercy of Christ. I pray for all of you
also and I look forward to seeing you again during my next break!
God bless,
Kyle Dugan

URGENT!
We need your help!
Goddard Food Pantry, organized through The Goddard United Methodist Church is part
of our parish ministry. We are committed to this Food Pantry for the following each
month:
100 cans of chicken (12.5 oz)
150 cans of chicken noodle soup
150 cans of vegetable soup
These items are needed by the last day of the month.
Please help by bringing your donation to the food pantry containers
in the hospitality area.
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A Word from Fr. Mike
We are fast approaching the Feast of the Prince of Peace and King of Kings. In our world, there seems to
be less and less peace and more and more people who want to be “king of the world,” to adapt a movie
phrase.
Areas of the Middle East and Africa are struggling to replace despots with true
freedom, but suffer from other ideologues who want to impose their view of life
even with the threat of death. New refugee problems have arisen this decade
where relative stability had previously existed.
Nation-states have little surrendered their jockeying for geo-political or regional
influence and hegemony. Both hemispheres have areas of real competition for
resources and basing. Even the Arctic faces future competition for mining and
fishing.
Hunger and malnourishment still plague many parts of the world, even in our
own country. It can be due to financial upheaval, deep indebtedness, natural disasters, and even political
incompetence.
Over a million lives are exterminated in the womb in our country alone, and thousands more are diminished in poverty and abandonment.
Anyone reading this can make a more than adequate list of problem areas, burning issues, and seemingly
intractable controversies.
Enter the Prince of Peace. Only prayer can alleviate or address most of the instability and divisiveness facing our present generation. Prayer for peace, peace with justice and provision for the needs of all is the
beginning of the Christian response.
This is followed in turn by disciples of the Prince of Peace—in the spiritual and corporal works of mercy.
These works are little considered now in many parts of the world, and yet they form the basis for responding to the physical and social needs of all persons and the health of their souls which belong to God. Virulent opposition to some of these exist in our own country, and not infrequently even among many of us
Christians.

This Advent season is our preparation—a time for prayer to be followed by a time for action. We will face
much acrimony when we respond. We will be accused of partisan politics. We will be painted with the
names and catcalls of those who think differently. Our character and our rights will be challenged.
In the end, there will be a judgment upon us. The world will judge one way—and may try to impose this
judgment.
The Prince of Peace will judge another way.
Pray for Peace, the Peace only Jesus Christ can give.
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Altar Society News and Notes
Since the last edition of the Paraclete, Altar Society has been moving full steam ahead. First off, we had
our 4th of July Bake Sale – thank you for your support! That same month brought our annual Christmas in
July meeting at Felipe’s Mexican Restaurant – we always welcome all ladies of the parish to join us for this
evening of fun, so if you haven’t had a chance to attend yet, mark it on your calendar for next year (3rd
Thursday in July)! At our August meeting, two of the Sisters of The Immaculate Heart of Mary joined us to
talk about their order and the novitiate house they are building along Colwich Rd – it looks like they are
currently moving into this beautiful new facility and we welcome them to our area.
Then October came along, and with it the Goddard Fall Festival. We walked in the parade to help represent our church, and once again, had our popular Petting Zoo along Main Street. As always, the animals
were a big draw with the kiddos – we were able to donate $500 to the St Anthony Pro-life Outreach program and make a bit of money for our treasury. Also in October, Altar Society sponsored a Mama B’s Biscuits and Gravy breakfast. We had wonderful support from everyone in the parish and the profits were
donated to the family of Jak Kerschen to assist with his medical expenses. May God bless all of you for
your generous contributions.
If a huge “sigh” was heard coming from the Goddard area recently, it was probably each and every one of
the ladies of the Altar Society - our 11th annual Spirit Bazaar is behind us! As usual, it was SO much work,
but even more fun. Final numbers aren’t in just yet, but we know it was a success financially, and more
importantly, it was a chance for us to work together, get to know each other better, and represent our
church in the community. We thank everyone who helped us out – and there are so many of you. We
had wonderful donors and sponsors, assistance from the men of the parish, new and returning vendors –
it takes an army to stage this event and each
year it seems to grow and become better. We
have already began to discuss what worked
and what might have worked better, so watch
for us again in November 2016.
So the year 2015 winds down, but not before
it brings December and the beautiful Christmas Season. We’ll be having a Christmas Candy/Bake Sale the weekend of December 12/13
– let us help you out with your cooking, baking
and gift giving! And once again, the church
will be beautifully decorated for this special
season – we’re looking forward to seeing four
new Christmas trees displayed in the church entrance area. Also adding to the beauty of the season will
be the lovely poinsettias – watch for information on how you can purchase one in honor of or in memory
of someone special in your life.
Finally, each quarter the Dillons grocery stores donate a percentage of the purchases made by our parish
members who have signed up for their Community Rewards program. The past three quarters these donations have averaged approximately $850.00/quarter. We hope you have already signed up for the program. It costs you nothing – it does not even affect your fuel points or coupon discounts. We’ll be providing information and assistance with sign-up and re-enrollment in the near future.
Altar Society wishes everyone in our wonderful parish a beautiful, blessed holiday season and New Year!
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Altar Society Meets
for
Prayer and Planning
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Parish Mission Coming
Newly Baptized
Alexa Page Ledwich, daughter of Zachary and
Lacey Ledwich
Madelyn Grace Ford, daughter of Melvin and
Laurel Ford
Piper Rene Jabara, daughter of Yule and
Vanessa Jabara
Esme Bronwyn Jabara, daughter of Yule and
Vanessa Jabara
Jace Kolbe Ensz, Thomas & Diann Ensz
Ryan Parker Farrell, son of Ryan & Lisa Farrell
Charlotte Marie Toon, Michael & Joslynn Toon
Gabriel Thomas Dugan, son of Todd & Lisa
Dugan
Leila Marie Coker, Tyrel & Amber Coker
Hadlee Ann Cocking, daughter of Luke & Kelly
Cocking
Emersyn Alena DeFore, daughter of Eric & Lauren DeFore
Lillian Hazlett DeMott, daughter of Jacob &
Jaqueline DeMott

New Parishioners
Esperanza Cardiel, Jesus, Eleonor, Monelia
Chelcie Clark, Graycie
Jacob & Jaqueline DeMott, Lillian
Elizabeth Deptula
Justin & Emily Gerdes, Scarlett
Steven & Jared John
Jeremy & Meranda Sterling, Eisley, Ashley
Christoper Stevens
Denice Winterscheidt, Baylee, Austin, MaKenzie
Welcome to the Church of the Holy Spirit! We
are glad you are here!
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February 6-11!
Mark your calendars! Father Simeon Gallagher, OFM, Cap. will be visiting our parish
February 6-11 2016. A scripture service will
be offered each evening. More information
to come soon.
Fr. Simeon Gallagher, OFM, Cap was born in Philadelphia and
is a member of the Mid-America Province of the Capuchin Order. He was ordained priest in 1971 and his ministerial background is diverse. He was Campus Minister at Fort Hays State
University (Hays, Kansas) from 1972-78 and held faculty positions at both Marian High-School (Hays, KS) and Marymount
College (Salina, KS). He was Chairman of the Religious Education Board for the Salina Diocese.
For the past several years he has worked closely with the US
Armed Forces at military bases around the world, including
engagements in Asia and Australia.
Fr. Gallagher holds advanced degrees in Religious Education,
Ascetical Theology, Liberal Arts, and 19th Century British Literature.
Plan now to attend and listen to this dynamic, internationally
known speaker!

Religious Education

This year, our focus is on building strong families. We have a prayer rota, which means that each week
before class begins, all students and teachers pray together for specific families in our parish. We ask
the intercession of saints that are patrons of holy families. We are also learning about the 7 gifts of the
Holy Spirit. Check out the bulletin board in the gathering space – it changes each month to reflect the
saint and the gift of the Spirit that we are currently learning about!

During October, we have been collecting change in baby bottles to benefit the St. Anthony Pro-Life Outreach in Garden Plain and we have also been collecting items to donate Harbor House.
Our middle school students have a new curriculum this year. It incorporates living the Catholic faith in
real-life situations. We still learn the beauty of the traditional Catholic doctrine, rituals and symbols but
we are also discussing how to deal with peer pressure, develop healthy friendships and navigate all the
social media outlets. One of our favorite parts of this new curriculum is the “Life Issue Nights”. Once a
month, all the students come together for a meal, a teaching, small group discussion and activities – it’s
a fun time! (the first two pictures attached are of middle school kids at a life issue night)

High School Religious Education and CYM
Our Sunday night group enjoys getting together for prayer, discussion on church teaching or other relevant topic and eating delicious snacks and meals. All high school youth are invited to attend any time.
We meet Sunday evenings from 5-6:30 most every week. We also participate in other activities in the
area as things come up. Check the website or contact Amy Martin at 794.3496 for more information.

Parish Book Program
Rediscover Jesus, Matthew Kelly’s newest book will be our next parish book selection. This book is set
up as a devotional with 40 short, easy-to-read chapters – perfect for Advent reflections! Copies will be
available the end of November.

Discovering Christ
We had 88 parishioners involved in this new ministry! We met at 6pm on Monday nights for dinner, followed by praise and worship music, a teaching, then small group discussion and dessert. This is an ongoing ministry; watch the bulletin for details.
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The Church of the Holy Spirit Stewardship Fair was
held the weekend of November 7th and 8th. Many
ministries were represented and on Sunday, everyone was able to enjoy a complimentary McDonalds
breakfast.
Thank you to all of the Ministries that were able to
participate and to the parishioners for utilizing this
event as a conduit to learn more about our ministries and become more involved in our parish community.

Stewardship Fair
2015
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Prayer of Pope Francis for the Jubilee
Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father,
and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him.
Show us your face and we will be saved.
Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by money;
the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created things;
made Peter weep after his betrayal,

and assured Paradise to the repentant thief.
Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the words that you spoke to the Samaritan woman:
“If you knew the gift of God!”
You are the visible face of the invisible Father,
of the God who manifests his power above all by forgiveness and mercy:
let the Church be your visible face in the world, its Lord risen and glorified.
You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in weakness
in order that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and error:
let everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved, and forgiven by God.
Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing,
so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord,
and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news to the poor,
proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed,
and restore sight to the blind.
We ask this of you, Lord Jesus, through the intercession of Mary, Mother of
Mercy; you who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and

ever.
Amen.
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Ground Breaking for Education Addition

Discovering Christ
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